[Irinotecan (topoisomerase-I inhibitor) for the treatment of recurrent primary intracranial malignant lymphoma].
Primary intracranial malignant lymphoma is a fetal disease with poor prognosis, and there is no effective treatment against recurrent primary intracranial malignant lymphomas. We report 3 cases of malignant lymphoma treated with irinotecan (topoisomerase-I inhibitor, camptothecin derivatives), an aromatic drug extracted from camptotheca acuminata. After the initial diagnosis, surgical resection followed by radiation therapy was performed for one cerebral, and two cerebellar malignant lymphomas. The tumors recurred 1 month, 18 months, and 18 months after the initial treatment, respectively. The former two cases were treated with additional radiation therapy and/or radiosurgery for the recurrent tumors; however, the tumors recurred again. All cases were treated finally with a combination therapy of irinotecan and cis-platinum followed by a maintenance therapy with irinotecan only. All cases showed a sharp roentgenographical response to the chemotherapy even after cumulative recurrences. One patient died of systemic infection, and another died of intracranial tumor recurrence 11 and 29 months after the initial diagnosis, respectively. Autopsies revealed multiple tumor recurrences in both these cases. The other patient died 31 months after the initial diagnosis, also due to intracranial tumor recurrences. These results indicate the usefulness of irinotecan for the treatment of recurrent primary intracranial malignant lymphoma; however, further investigation is necessary to establish a better protocol for irinotecan treatment against primary intracranial malignant lymphoma.